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Mutuality and Complementarities in Donggan Literature and Chinese Culture
CHANG Wen—chang LIU Xiao-wei
( School of Literature Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730020 China)

Abstract: Donggan literature and Chinese culture are complementary and can prove mutually. If we encountered any
difficulties in Dungan literature we often find answers from the Chinese culture. On the other hand some things lost in
Chinese culture can usually be found in Donggan literature. This is not only an interesting cultural phenomenon but also an
indispensable method in Donggan literature research. This can be demonstrated in three ways: firstly Dungan language is
the language of the living fossil of Chinese late Qing period ; secondly some vivid examples of Chinese inheritance and var—
iation can be found in Donggan literature; thirdly It can also be seen an extension of Chinese northwest folks from the
Donggan Literature in middle Asia.
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